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Our Congregational Theme for the Year

A Message from Rabbi Dov Gartenberg
This year, my first at Temple Beth Shalom, I have chosen a theme which will help us to organize much of our programs and activities.  Our theme will be ‘Jewish Hospitality’.  Our focus will be on the Mitzvah of ‘Hachnasat Orchim’-the welcoming of guests or hospitality.   There is a beautiful term in our tradition which reveals much about the love of hospitality in Judaism: Panim Hadashot, means ‘new face’ or ‘new faces’.  

The Talmud uses the term, Panim Hadashot, in reference to the first week after a couple was married.  The party for the bride and groom extends a full week with gatherings taking place on each day after the Huppah.  These parties, called 7 Blessings (Sheva Berachot-the 7 blessings recited under the Huppah are recited again at each gathering in which the bride and groom are present), could only take place when a new face was present who had not been to the original wedding ceremony.  This is one of the distinctive practices of Jewish hospitality.  We are commanded to share our personal joy with new faces.  We are instructed to build community by extending our personal simchah (joyous event) to others beyond our immediate circle.  

The theme of Jewish hospitality-of welcoming new faces-gives us the opportunity to make Beth Shalom a more hospitable and welcoming congregation.   This theme will be embraced in many ways.  Here are some of the programs and initiatives we are beginning which encompass this theme, as well as others that enhance the spiritual and communal life of Beth Shalom and of our wider community.  We hope that this year will be an occasion to meet new faces and to share your Jewish lives with a wider circle of people, and to help make Temple Beth Shalom grow as a vital and welcoming community.  

Rabbi Dov Gartenberg 

Ellul 5768/September 2007
Programs tied to the Theme of Jewish Hospitality
Temple Beth Shalom Neighborhood Parlor Meetings 
Getting to know our Rabbi. Getting to know our Beth Shalom neighbors
This year we plan to have a series of home parlor meetings to give an opportunity to meet our new Rabbi, Dov Gartenberg , and for our Rabbi to get to know you.   Rabbi Gartenberg and our presidents, Jerry Kaufman and Mark Lipp, hope to use these parlor meetings to build community, hear hopes for our congregation, and welcome feedback on how we can improve as a congregation.  There will be an initial series of 6 meetings in neighborhoods where our members are concentrated.  We invite members living in these neighborhoods to host and/or attend what will be a special evening.    The parlor meetings will take place either on Sunday or Thursday evenings.   All parlor meetings will go from 7:00-9:00pm .  Here are the dates and neighborhoods: 

Sunday, October 21, 2007

Seal Beach to Huntington Beach Corridor

Thursday November 1, 2007  
Belmont Shores area 

Sunday, November 11, 2007 
El Dorado Park –University Park area 

Thursday, December 13, 2007 
Lakewood area

Sunday, January 20, 2008

Los Alamitos-Cypress area 

Thursday, January 31, 2008

Bixby Knolls area 

To host, please contact our parlor meeting coordinator, Susan Flaschner:   saftasue@earthlink.net or 714-848-4493.

To attend any one of these meetings, please RSVP by contacting our office at office@tbslb.org or 526- 426-6413.  









Shabbat Hospitality Initiative-SHI

Rabbi Gartenberg invites people interested in becoming hosts for Shabbat meals at their home to join in a leadership program called the Shabbat Hospitality Initiative: SHI.   The goal of the SHI is to build a community of generous and caring Shabbat hosts who will share their home with congregants and guests on Shabbat and festivals and will exemplify the Jewish traditions of ‘Hachnasat Orchim’.  Here is the outline of the program and the commitment.  

1. Rabbi Gartenberg will mentor 10 congregational households over the period of a year.  We will learn in depth the Sabbath-at-home and hospitality traditions.  This program is for any household in the Congregation that has or wants to cultivate a strong home with Shabbat traditions.  These traditions include table rituals, song, study, and many other customs.  We will become familiar with the traditions of all three Shabbat meals: Friday night, Shabbat lunch, and the Third meal of Shabbat afternoon.  Rabbi will share his extensive knowledge and experience and will encourage resource-sharing within the group.   
2. All participants will gather for monthly Shabbat afternoon meals in one of the homes or apartments of the participants over the year.     Rabbi Gartenberg will lead each session along with the host. 

3. Each host household will commit to hosting guests in their home for one Shabbat meal every month in the year following the completion of the program.  The group will continue to meet periodically to share experiences and ways of enhancing Shabbat hospitality and spreading the practice in the Congregation. 
4. Participants are not required to have kosher homes, but are willing to offer vegetarian or dairy meals  (kosher-friendly) when hosting at their home. 
This is a leadership program which does involve a commitment of two years.  After the first year, the program will be expanded to include other congregants.  During this year, classes on Shabbat home hospitality will be offered as well for those who want to learn more, but do not have the time to make a commitment to SHI this year.   If you are interested, please contact Rabbi Gartenberg for more information.  

After the first year, the program will be expanded to include more members.  If you are interested in being a part of the Shabbat Hospitality Initiative, please contact Rabbi Dov Gartenberg.    The program begins in October 2007.  











Welcoming  Prospective Jews  By Choice

An important aspect of Jewish hospitality is the welcoming of persons who are interested in becoming Jewish.  We hope to make Beth Shalom a more welcoming place for persons who are interested in becoming Jewish.  Several concrete steps will be taken in this direction this year.

1. TBS is establishing its own program for the education and mentoring of converts.  We will no longer send students to the University of Judaism (now called the American Jewish University) but will use the context of the synagogue to educate and guide prospective converts into the Jewish community.  The Living the Jewish Year program is ideal for those considering converting to Judaism (see below).  

2. We invite member households to consider mentoring conversion candidates by having them over for Shabbat and festival meals,  sitting with them at services, sharing with them Jewish experiences in the wider community.   Please contact the Rabbi if you would be interested in being a mentor household.
3. Rabbi Gartenberg is seeking a member who will be the ‘Host(ess) of Jews by Choice.  This person will work closely with Rabbi Gartenberg to coordinate mentoring and to develop post conversion support for those who convert.  While conversion usually takes a year, the process of integration into Jewish communal life takes much longer. Beth Shalom would like to become a leader in the support of converts and with the help of a “Host(ess)” working with the Rabbi we will offer unusually strong support for those who elect to study for conversion with us.  
Future Menches Of Israel - FMI
The Future Menches of Israel-FMI-is the name of our group of young volunteers at Temple Beth Shalom.   Fmiers will be given opportunities to hone their menschlik talents by volunteering for one or both of these opportunities.   FMIers will help our Congregation become more welcoming and hospitable over the coming year.   To become a member of FMI, all you have to do is volunteer to do one of these things.  Please look at the signup sheet at the back of this program guide for instructions on how to sign up to become a FMI volunteer.  Here are the opportunities.  

Paginator Flippers

Beth Shalom has a new paginator, a stand that gives the numbers of the page the Congregation is chanting in the siddur.   Flippers are persons who sit on the Bimah and turn the pages on the paginator as we move through the service (quickly, of course!).  Older flippers  (8 and up) must be available to serve in shifts of 1 hour.  Younger children can serve for ½ an hour and sometimes parent assistance will be helpful.  Rabbi Gartenberg will help the flippers stay on course.   Paginating can be counted as community service for those who go to schools that require community service hours.     

Junior Greeter-Ushers  

The Congregation calls upon teenagers, post-Bar/t Mitzvah and up, to serve as greeters during Shabbat and Festival services during the year.  Greeter not only help worshippers by giving them a Siddur and a Humash, but also help to make guests feel at home, assist those not familiar with worship customs, and to create a warm and welcoming feel to our services.     All volunteer greeters may be able to apply this activity toward Junior High and High School community service hours.  
Worship and Shabbat Programs at Temple Beth Shalom
Inviting Members to Participate
One of Rabbi Gartenberg’s major goals in his first year is to make our services more participatory.  This means that we will be seeking to plug in people who have both ritual skills and those who want to volunteer in other ways.    Specifically we will be looking to give opportunities to lead for those members who know how to read Torah and Haftarah, lead services, serve as a Gabbai, and give Divrei Torah.  We are also committed to educating people to learn these skills and eventually to help lead the Congregation in one or more of these areas.   Rabbi Gartenberg will be giving special emphasis to involving young people in the services and letting our new USY chapter lead a number of Shabbat services during the year.  We are also endeavoring to increase prayer literacy in the Congregation through our Shabbat morning Torahrobics program (see below).  

Members who do not posses ritual skills can also help to make our services better by volunteering to be greeter at services, coordinators of volunteer leaders,  and hosts for Shabbat meals following services.   Over time we hope to make our services more participatory by increasing the melodic dimension of the worship and increasing the interactive teaching approach in place of formal sermons on Shabbat morning.   We will be introducing on the High Holidays a ‘paginator’ which will be ‘manned’ by a young person at services which will show the page number we are on during the service.  This will reduce the need for aural calling of pages and will help the service to flow better.  

All these steps and others will help to give new energy to worship at Beth Shalom.  Please let Rabbi Gartenberg know how you will want to contribute to this exciting revitalization of worship at TBS.  

Temple Beth Shalom’s  Musical Shabbat Friday Night Services
Temple Beth Shalom will continue to hold our popular and beautiful musical services.  The Shul House Rock service, featuring the congregation’s most talented musicians,  will lead Erev Shabbat services on the third Shabbat of the month. The Jewish Stars, featuring TBS’s younger musicians, will lead us in Erev Shabbat services on the first Shabbat of the month.     Cantor-in-training, Jonathan Friedmann will lead both groups.   If you wish to audition for either group, please contact Jonathan at mrfriedmann2000@yahoo.com or  (562) 425-1619.  

Below is a tentative schedule for the Fall 

	Shul House Rock
	Simchat Torah, Thursday eve, October 4th

	Jewish Stars 
	Friday Evening Services , October 5th 

	Shul House Rock
	Friday Evening Services,  October 19th

	Jewish Stars
	Friday Evening Services, November 2nd 

	Shul House Rock
	Friday Evening Services, November 16th 

	Jewish Stars
	Friday Evening Services , December 7th 


Torahrobics:  Weekly Exercise in Torah Study and Jewish Learning

Shabbat Morning Hour of Learning with Rabbi Gartenberg

Weekly, Beginning October 13, 2007 9-10am Beit Hamidrash 
Open to the Public and free

Childcare available for 2 and up.  (Social Hall)  

Enjoy stimulating and exciting Torah study at Torahrobics on Shabbat mornings at Temple Beth Shalom.   Strengthen your mind and your heart through these weekly sessions at Temple Beth Shalom.  During the fall, Rabbi Gartenberg will be sharing insights and studying Jewish prayer.   We will look at the meaning of Jewish prayers and the law and custom that surrounds them.  We will also look at the difficulties people encounter with traditional prayer and how these might be overcome.  The practical outcome is a deeper appreciation of Jewish worship and an enhanced ability to participate.  

Open to the Public.  No Hebrew is required.  Enjoyable for beginners and those with background, to both secular and religious, and young and old.  Sessions are not sequential, allowing people to drop in on any session.  Rabbi Gartenberg will be joined also by other outstanding teachers from Beth Shalom.  We invite participants to join Rabbi Gartenberg at our regular Shabbat morning services in progress at 10:00am at the conclusion of Torahrobics.   
Childcare is offered for the hour to make it easier for parents with young children to attend.  Please let our office know if you wish to use the babysitting 562-426-6413 or office@tbslb.org.  

Sessions in the Fall and Tentative Topics 

10/13  What is Jewish Prayer?

10/20  Why is Jewish Prayer in Hebrew?

10/27  How did Jewish Prayer Evolve?

11/3    Why do Modern Jews Sharply Disagree over Jewish Prayer?  

11/10  What are the Core Beliefs Expressed in Jewish Prayer?

11/17  What is the Role of God in Jewish Prayer?

11/24  Is Prayer Possible for the Non-Believer in Judaism? 

12/1  What is the Shema Yisrael? (One of the central passages in the service)
12/8  Why did the Rabbis Have Sharp Debates over the Shema Yisrael? 

12/15  What is the Contemporary Meaning of the Mitzvah of Reciting the Shema Yisrael ?  

Torahrobics will resume on January 5, 2008  The new topics and schedule will be announced in the Temple Beth Shalom Scribe.  

Temple Beth Shalom Shabbat Sing-alongs 

Temple Beth Shalom has a distinguished tradition in Hazanut and is a Congregation that loves to sing.  Rabbi Gartenberg is a lover of Jewish music, especially the music of the Shabbat table and of Jewish camping (Camp Ramah, Camp Alonim).   To further the song and joy at our congregation, Rabbi Gartenberg invites those who love to sing and those who love to be near those who love to sing to Shabbat Singalongs in the Fall.  At the Singalongs we will have song books so everyone can follow the songs.  We will sing beloved melodies, but also new melodies.  The frequency of these Shabbat Sing-alongs will be based on popular response. Musical instruments are welcome!!
Sept. 29, 2007: 12:45pm After Shabbat/Hol Hamoed Sukkot Morning services,  In the Sukkah
October 12, 2007: 9:15pm.  After Friday evening Services in the Beit Midrash

November 9, 2007, 9:15pm.  After Friday evening Services.  Beit Midrash

December 8. 2007, 12:45pm After Shabbat Morning services.  Beit Midrash 

Educational Programs and Classes
Living the Jewish Year (LTJY): Learning Judaism by Living It 

October 3, 2007-October 21, 2008

Temple Beth Shalom, Rabbi Dov Gartenberg 

Living the Jewish Year, an award-winning program of adult Jewish learning. LTJY provides a structure for learning and experiencing the Jewish way of life while also building a sense of community among the participants.   LTJY gives each person a chance to experience the richness of Jewish life in the context of a warm and supportive congregation.      LTJY offers each person the experience of the full cycle of the Jewish calendar, its festivals, and its Sabbaths.  Participants will gain a familiarity about how to lead a life centered around ‘Mitzvah’, holy actions that sanctify and better our world and ourselves.    Be prepared for an enjoyable and life changing opportunity.  

LTJY creates community among participants with a unique combination of celebration and learning.   The learning takes place on Tuesday evenings at Temple Beth Shalom with courses on Judaism and Hebrew and elective options.  On Saturday morning participants in LTJY join weekly Shabbat morning gatherings, called Torahrobics, designed to teach insights about Jewish prayer and Torah study.   LTJYers also gather for joyful and fun Shabbat dinners and festival celebrations throughout the year.    

Rabbi Dov Gartenberg serves as teacher and guide, helping each participant to explore the meaning and the practice of Judaism in his/her life.  His mentoring is a key part of the program, helping each participant to find his or her unique Jewish spiritual path and place in Jewish community.      

Who is LTJY for?  LTJY is ideal for any person who wants a thoughtful consideration of the merits of Jewish life.  Perhaps you want to explore Judaism’s relevance in your life.   The journey involves exploring personal Jewish identity and building a stronger bond to living a Jewish life.    LTJY is ideal for people who are considering joining a synagogue, but want a year to enter slowly into Jewish community life.  LTJY is ideal for persons considering conversion to Judaism or intercultural couples who want to strengthen the Jewish part of their home life.   LTJY is also an excellent choice for synagogue members and Jews involved in communal life who seek a recharge and a time to reflect on the core purpose of their involvement.  

Orientation of LTJY.  Rabbi Gartenberg takes a pluralistic approach, celebrating different Jewish paths. Cultural, religious, and anyone in between are welcomed and encouraged to explore different ways of being Jewish.  LTJY is a program of Temple Beth Shalom, an egalitarian Conservative synagogue, serving the Long Beach, South Bay, and Orange County areas.   

Duration of the Program:  LTJY runs from the festival of Shemini Atzeret-Simchat Torah until the same festival the following year.  We open with a festival meal on Shemini Atzeret, Wed. October 3, 2007 and will conclude our program with a celebration at the Simchat Torah festival on October 21, 2008.   This enables us to experience the full cycle of the Jewish calendar with the program culminating in the beautiful succession of festivals that start in the fall.  

The Elements of the LTJY:

Tuesday Evenings Classes  starting October 9th.  30 sessions through  May, 2008 at Temple Beth Shalom

· First Period:  7:15-8:10pm  The Living the Jewish Year Course with Rabbi Gartenberg 

For more detail, see below in Tuesday evening classes 
· Second Period: 8:20-9:15pm.  LTJY may choose a or b

a. Beginning Hebrew:  (Required for Conversion candidates) 

For more detail, see below in Tuesday evening classes 
b. Mini Courses offered by different teachers from the Congregation and community.   See below in Mini courses.  

2. Shabbat Morning Torahrobics.  Weekly Saturday mornings, 9-10am Starting, Sat. October 13th.  (Torahrobics is described in greater detail above) Beth Shalom, Beit Midrash.  Exercise your brain and your heart studying with Rabbi Gartenberg and other knowledgable teachers about Jewish Prayer or the Weekly Torah portion. Good coffee and some morning snacks are provided.  Drop in on any session, join regular services later or enjoy the rest of your day armed with some stimulating ideas and insights.      

3. Exploring Our Personal Jewish Journeys

Every participant meets with Rabbi Gartenberg in several private sessions over the year to explore personal issues around Judaism and living a Jewish life.  

4. Home Shabbat and Festival Celebrations

5-6 times over the year, LTJY gathers for Shabbat and Festival celebrations in homes to experience the joy of the Jewish traditions of hospitality and sacred feasts.  

First LTJY Event 

Festival Dinner and Welcome to LTJY participants at Rabbi Gartenberg’s home.  
Erev Shemini Atzeret (8th Day of Assembly), Wed. Oct. 3, 2007

7:30-9ish  Services at 6:30pm followed by dinner at the Rabbi’s home at 7:30pm. Significant Others welcome.  RSVP rabbi@tbslb.org
Fees and Benefits

LTJY is $500 a year for individuals and $750 year for couples for the complete program.  During the year, participants enjoy a one year non-voting membership in Temple Beth Shalom (Regular dues are $1800 a year).  Fees do not include the cost of books or materials or food costs at events.   Speak to Rabbi Gartenberg if financial consideration is a concern.  

The program is open for enrollment from September-December 2007.  The program runs a full year, starting at the festival of Shemini Atzeret-Simchat Torah 5768/2007 and ending on the same festival the following year.    
Members of Beth Shalom may join LTJY without tuition except for Tuesday evening class fees each semester.    To get an application, please set up an appointment with Rabbi Gartenberg.  Those interested in formal conversion to Judaism should set an appointment with Rabbi to discuss the supplemental preparation over and above LTJY.    

*****************
Tuesday Evening Classes 

First Hour:   The Living the Jewish Year Course with Rabbi Gartenberg 

Starting October 9, 2007 Tuesday Evenings, 7:15-8:10pm 
Temple Beth Shalom, Beit Midrash 

Fall Classes October 9th – December 4th, 2007  

Winter Classes January 15th –March 18th, 2008

Spring  Classes . April 1st-June 3rd, 2008

Cost: 
Free for members of Temple Beth Shalom and included in LTJY tuition.  

$54/Public per quarter 

This course offers a comprehensive overview of living a Jewish life, including Sabbath and Jewish festivals, home rituals and the way of koshrut, life cycle, tzedaka, and many other mitzvot.  The class will also explore the uniqueness of Jewish history and ideas and how they are expressed in how Jews live and act.  The outcome of the class is a participant who has a profound appreciation of the ‘message and meaning’ of Judaism and a ways to live it more consciously and intentionally. 
Second Hour: Hebrew 
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Instructor:  Sharon Lieblein 

Starting October 9, 2007 Tuesday Evenings, 8:20-9:15pm

Temple Beth Shalom, Beit Midrash 

Fall Classes October 9th – December 4th, 2007  (No classes on 10/30 & 11/6) 

Winter Classes January 15th –March 18th, 2008

Spring  Classes . April 1st-June 3rd, 2008

Cost: 
Free for Congregational Members  


$54/Public per quarter 

Free for LTJY and Hadassah Leadership Academy students 

Fee includes עברית להדסה textbook and materials

*fee for additional materials as needed
) עברית להדסהIvrit la Hadassah-Hebrew From Hadassah) presents an exciting, whole language approach to learning Hebrew. This peer-led class integrates all aspects of learning: oral, auditory and visual. It includes discussion of Jewish tradition, holidays, current issues, current events and more. The עברית להדסה textbook and curriculum present the material in a clear understandable way, suitable for adult learners who have limited time. The goals of this class are the acquisition of basic reading skills, asking and answering simple spoken questions in Hebrew, starting to read more difficult passages for content, and knowledge of basic grammar. This is a program of Hadassah and is being provided in association with Temple Beth Shalom, Long Beach.

Mini Courses Offered in the Coming Months 
October-November:  Music of the Jewish World with jonathan friedmann
Five Tuesday evenings at Temple Beth Shalom,  October  9, 16, 23, 30, and November 6th  Temple Beth Shalom from 8:20-9:15pm

Tuition: $50.  Minimum of 5 people.  

This course will explore various music-cultures of the Jewish Diaspora. Through guided listening, lectures, articles, and discussions, participants will gain an understanding of how cultural, geographical, historical, political, and socioeconomic factors have influenced the development of music among Judaism’s varied world communities. The music of the Jewish world is as diverse as the Jews themselves, and through an appreciation of this music and its cultural contexts, we can develop a greater sense of k’lal Yisrael (Jewish Unity). Special attention will be given to Syrian, Indian, Moroccan, Spanish and Eastern European Jewish music. 

Jonathan Friedmann is the director of the Shul House Rock and Jewish Stars Musical Shabbatot at Temple Beth Shalom.  He is cantorial soloist at Temple Bet Knesset Bamidbar, Las Vegas, and Cultural Program Assistant at SELA—Sephardic Legacy Alliance in Los Angeles. He currently lectures in the Department of Religious Studies at Whittier College, and, along with Roni Kripper, is a recipient of the Shalshelet Award for New Jewish Liturgical Music (2006). Jonathan holds an M.A. in religious studies from CSULB, and is a cantorial student at the Academy for Jewish Religion. He is co-editor of the forthcoming book, Jewish Sacred Music and Jewish Identity (Paragon House, 2008), and has recorded five albums with his klezmer band, Rabbinical School Dropouts, including “Cosmic Tree” (Tzadik 2002).






November-December: Make Your  Table a Holy Gathering Place: 
Traditions and Ideas for the Friday Home Sabbath Table

Rabbi Dov Gartenberg

Nov 13, 20 
Dec 3, 10, 17.  
8:20-9:15pm,  Tuesday evenings,   

Cost:  No Charge for TBS members.  $36 for public. 
As part of the congregational theme of hospitality, this class help participants to learn the rituals of the Friday night Shabbat seder and ways to make your Shabbat table experience warm, engrossing, and inviting.  Rabbi Gartenberg will also teach the practices associated with Jewish hospitality-Hachnasat Orchim-and how our hospitality can transform and inspire the people who come to sit around our table.  Everyone who attends this class will receive a personal invitation to Rabbi’s home for a Shabbat dinner.  
February-March Two Mini-Courses with Elisa Rose Waltzman

Haftarah Cantillation:  

Learn how to chant the prophetic reading on Shabbat and Festivals with master teacher, Cantor in Training, Elisa Rose Waltzman. Basic Phonetic Hebrew Reading skill required. Students will be given a date to chant Haftarah in the synagogue in February or March.  4 lessons, each one hour and fifteen minutes

Tuition of $60.   Minimum of 5 students. Temple Beth Shalom Beit Midrash  
Lesson 1- Wed January 9 from 7-8:15

Lesson 2- Wed January 16 from 7-8:15

Lesson 3- Wed January 23 from 7-8:15

Lesson 4- Wed January 30 from 7-8:15

Torah Cantillation 

Learn how to chant from the Torah on Shabbat morning/afternoon and weekday minyan when the Torah is read with Elisa Rose Waltzman.  4 lessons, each one hour and fifteen minutes. Students will be given a date to chant Torah in the synagogue in March.  

Tuition of $60.   Minimum of 5 students.  Temple Beth Shalom Beit Midrash 

Lesson 1- Wed February 6 from 7-8:15

Lesson 2- Wed February 13 from 7-8:15

Lesson 3- Wed February 20 from 7-8:15

Lesson 4-Wed February 27 from 7-8:15
Elisa Rose Waltzman received both her Master of Music and Bachelor of Music Degrees in Voice from the University of Southern California Thornton School of Music.  Elisa has also studied at the Music Academy of the West, and was invited there as the youngest vocalist at the ages of sixteen and seventeen.  She has attended the Manhattan School of Music and other programs including the Academia Italiana di Canto in Italy, Songfest and Opera Works. Elisa is studying Hazanut at the Cantorial School of the Academy of Jewish Religion in Los Angeles.  She is the daughter of Jerry Kaufman and Dr. Bryna Kane and the granddaughter of Rabbi Cantor David and Yetta Kane of Temple Beth Shalom

Building and Sustaining Our Community
Adult Education Committee:  Planning Speakers and a Film Series 

In the coming year we hope to establish a scholar-in-residence weekend and a film series at TBS.  To accomplish this end we are setting up a new adult education committee which will work to engage good speakers and select interesting films.  If you would like to participate in the planning process and help to put on these interesting cultural programs, contact Rabbi Gartenberg.  Our first planning meeting will take place in November.  

Tikun Olam-Reparing the World at Beth Shalom

An Organizing Meeting

Sunday, October 21, 2007 11:00-12:30pm Temple Beth Shalom 

Bette Weinberg and Rabbi Dov Gartenberg invite interested congregants to join in the formation of a group to engage TBS members in local social action-Tikun Olam-projects and activities.  We are gathering on Sunday, October 21, 2007 at 11:00am to conduct an initial brainstorming session to determine our direction and an action plan for revitalizing Social Action at TBS.   Please contact Bette at kettybay@aol.com or 562 596-7798 or Rabbi Gartenberg to let us know of your interest in bringing back strong social action to our congregational life.  

The World of Sisterhood

Our Shul’s Sisterhood offers a variety of activities that will bring “sisterhood” into a deeper connection with our Synagogue Family.  During this year, Sisterhood will offer the following events (and more!) for our entire Congregation and Community (mark your calendars to save these dates!).  General program and meeting topic will be provided in the prior month’s Scribe, in the Rabbi’s weekly updates, and through flyers.

	SEPTEMBER
	· 28 – Sukkot Dinner

	OCTOBER
	· 14 – General Program and Meeting

· 17 – Pan Tournament

	NOVEMBER
	· 4 – Torah Fund Program

	DECEMBER
	· 7 – Hannukah Dinner

	JANUARY
	· 13 – General Program and Meeting

· 16 – Pan Tournament

	FEBRUARY
	· 17 – General Program and Meeting

	MARCH
	· 7 – Shabbat Across America Dinner

	APRIL
	· 13 – General Program and Meeting (Board Slate)

· 30 – Pan Tournament

	MAY
	· 9 – Israel Independence Day Dinner

· 18 – General Program and Meeting (Voting)

	JUNE
	· 1 – Donor Luncheon

	JULY
	· 23 – Pan Tournament


Weekly Oneg and Kiddush Preparation - We always need volunteers to help us prepare for the weekly Shabbat Oneg and Kiddush.  We need help mostly on Friday morning preparing for Friday evening and Saturday morning.  If you can spare an hour, we’d love your help!

Program Ideas – Do you know someone or do you have an idea for a great Sisterhood program?  If so, we need your help!  We’re always looking for novel ideas.

Sponsoring an Oneg or Kiddush – Sponsoring an Oneg or Kiddush is a wonderful way to celebrate, honor, or even memorialize a friend, loved one, or event.  If you are interested in sponsoring an Oneg or Kiddush hosted by Sisterhood, please contact Silvia Kahn (562) 221-0218  the.kahns4@verizon.net for further details.

If you have any questions, please call Judy Carey, Sisterhood President, at (562) 421-2063 or email her at judithrcarey@verizon.net.








Dor vador-Programs for Different Generations at TBS
Mature Adults and Empty Nesters 
Talmudic House Calls

Learn Torah in Your Home, Club, or Community Center 

An Adult Education Program for Mature Adults and Empty Nesters 

With Rabbi Dov Gartenberg of Temple Beth Shalom, Long Beach

Talmudic House Calls brings a rabbi to your home, club, or community center for a stimulating experience of Torah study. Host a gathering with your friends and learn things you never knew and have fun in the process.   Explore topics that matter in your life and the lives of your friends.  Talmudic House Calls makes your home into a Beit Midrash, a House of Learning where Torah study becomes compelling, relevant, and joyful.  

How to Bring Talmudic House Calls to Your Home

1. Contact Rabbi Gartenberg to arrange a house call. 

2. Choose from a list of possible topics for your session (see below).  Feel free to suggest themes to Rabbi Gartenberg 

3. Come up with a guest list:  We recommend a minimum of 8 to create the critical mass to create the sense of a Beit Midrash.   We can help you with a sample invitation that explains this unique experience.    

4. The session lasts two hours. Rabbi Gartenberg will provide the texts and conduct the session.   We ask you to provide light refreshment.  

5. Have fun!!!

Some Sample Themes:

1. The Origins of Chutzpah: The Core Texts of Jewish Spirituality. 

2. Is Religion Bad?  Are Atheists Wrong?  A Conversation between Secular and Religious Jews on Sam Harris’ The End of Faith

3. The Spiritual Problem of Envy: Comparing Judaism, Christianity, and Buddhism.

4. The Spiritual Ideal of Friendship in Jewish Tradition in Light of  Modern Life.

5. Jacob Wrestling:  On the Jewish Tradition of Changing our Names.  

6. Dangling from a Tree and a Snake around My Leg:  Getting at the Spiritual power of Jewish prayer.  

7. Traditional Format of Study and Discussion of a Passage from the Weekly Torah portion or Pirkei Avot.
For further information and to schedule a Talmudic House Calls, please contact:

Rabbi Dov Gartenberg    Temple Beth Shalom

3635 Elm Ave   Long Beach, CA 90807

562 426-6413 rabbi@tbslb.org 
Hazak:  Synagogue Organization for Mature Adults 
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Hokhma - Wisdom
Ziknah - Maturity
Kadimah - Looking Ahead

Proposal to Begin a Hazak Chapter at TBS

Exploratory meeting after Shabbat morning services

Saturday, Nov. 17th 2007

TBS and Rabbi Gartenberg are looking for members who are willing to take a leadership role in establishing this program at the congregation. Please call him to let him know of your interest.  

Hazak: A Description

Hazak is the United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism's organization for mature Jews. The function of Hazak is to deal with programming for, addressing the needs of, and working with "Senior Citizens," who are members of full service affiliated congregations of the United Synagogue.

The name HAZAK is an acronym. The het stands for Hokhmah (wisdom), the zayan for Ziknah (maturity) and the kuph for Kadima (looking ahead). So Hazak notes that the senior represents cumulative knowledge, the ability to judge as zakeyn in a mature fashion, and has aspirations to move ahead during the decades remaining. With that in mind, Hazak is designed to address the needs of seniors in full-service congregations where programming priorities are often largely targeted to the younger congregant.

Significantly, however, seniors are the most rapidly growing segment of the Jewish population. Hazak compliments congregational adult education programs with specially designed social, spiritual and educational components geared to and for the senior population of a congregation. Hazak members not only have the opportunity to meet on a regular basis with peers from their own congregations but with fellow Jews from other affiliated Conservative congregations in their community, region and nation. 

These opportunities will help develop a broad sense of fraternity through the sharing of a variety of creative programs that include study, prayer, entertainment and socialization. Hazak affirms the traditional Jewish view that mature adults should have the opportunity to continue to learn and be active in their congregations, their communities and among themselves. Hazak offers its members the opportunity to travel together, participate in "advances," (weekends and the like) and seminars utilizing the skills and knowledge available within the group as well as outside resources. Thus, Hazak promotes Judaism to seniors through projects and meaningful experiences both in the synagogue environment and on a community level. 

Singles Programming

We hope to develop strong singles programming over time.  Volunteers interested in this area should meet with Rabbi Gartenberg

College Students

Rabbi Gartenberg plans to do outreach to our far flung college students through a quarterly email.  We hope to maintain contact with our students and foster a feeling that their synagogue is their home when they return for visits and summers.  Two Shabbatot,  Shabbat Shemot, Dec. 28-29, 2007 and Shabbat Korah, June 27-28, 2008 will be designated as College Student Shabbatot.  Our college students  are invited to attend and participate at services and gather with Rabbi Gartenberg for discussion, study, and fun.  

We ask parents to send contact information to the rabbi or the office.  We are also seeking a parent volunteer to help the rabbi organize programming and communications.  

Youth-Teenagers 13-18  
Jewish New York City Adventure: Introduction and Planning Meeting

Tuesday, September 25 at 7:30-9:00pm
RSVP to the Temple office at

(562)426-6413 or e-mail the Rabbi at rabbi@tbslb.org.
In the Beit Midrash

Please bring calendars. 
Rabbi Gartenberg and the Temple Beth Shalom Youth Department invite interested kids and parents to attend a planning meeting for a special youth program which will start in early October and will culminate in a long weekend spring trip to New York City. In New York, we will see some of the great sites and experience the rich Jewish life in Manhattan and its surroundings.  The focus of the meeting is to set a time for weekly study and organizing sessions, and to agree on a date for a trip in the spring. The trip will be organized by the students, with the help of the Rabbi, parents, and volunteers. The study will focus on the American Jewish experience, the colorful personalities of Jewish New York, and the cultural contributions of great Jewish artists, writers, activists, Rabbis, and movers and shakers to the cultural capital of the United States.  Part of the practical experience will focus on team building, organizing, raising funds, itinerary planning, and sharing our experience with the Congregation and the community.

Temple Beth Shalom USY Chapter
Beth Shalom is re-establishing a USY chapter at the synagogue.  United Synagogue Youth is the international youth organization of the Conservative Movement.  USY has active chapters at Conservative synagogues across the country and abroad.  Our aim is to give our young people a context to form a cohesive group and to participate in regional and national activites.  This is a special year to reestablish a chapter since the International USY Convention which will attract 1000 9th-12th graders from all over the country. The convention will take place in Orange County in December.  We have great kids and we want to do great things.   To get your kid involved, please contact Rabbi Gartenberg for information on upcoming meetings and events.    
We are also working to re-establish a TBS Youth Commission which supports youth activities, advocates for youth resources, and raises money for scholarship for conventions, camp, and Israel trips for our young people.  If you would like to advance the cause of our youth at TBS, please let Rabbi Gartenberg know.  
Families with Elementary School Children

Temple Beth Shalom recognizes that parents with Jewish children have a number of options for educating their children.  Our synagogue recognizes both day school and religious school as good paths for parents to consider when deciding on Jewish education.  The synagogue seeks to be an intergenerational community for our young people regardless of the school they attend, providing the informal generational transmission that helps make our young Jews emerge as committed and knowledgeable Jewish adults.  Many of our children attend the area day schools, Tarbut v’Torah school in Irvine and the Hebrew Academy in Westminster.  We hope to provide supplementary programs for day school children so they can feel at home in the synagogue as well.   
For those parents that choose the religious school option, the synagogue offers the Community Torah School.   

The Torah School offers a strong program for elementary school children and their parents.  The TBS Community Torah School offers Jewish education for children, K-7th  grade.  Children learn Hebrew, Jewish holidays, home and synagogue,  Jewish history, Israel, and Jewish culture. The school is totally integrated into synagogue life, with various classes helping to lead Shabbat services and contribute to festival celebrations.  Rabbi Gartenberg also teaches in the school and conducts family education programs throughout the year.   The school is open to non-members.  To learn more about the school, please call our Education Vice President, John Williams at (562) 597-9928 or email him at: tabijohn@ix.netcom.com. 
In concert with the school, informal activities are being planned on Sunday afternoons to include both our Torah School and Jewish day school children in 4-6th grades.  Please contact Tom and Candice Nantais to hear more about these programs at 562-493-3055.  
Young Families 
Tot Shabbat, One a month, 
Friday evenings 5:45-7:15pm 

Tot Shabbat is designed for preschoolers  and their families.  Our goal is to help our youngsters experience the joy of Shabbat with their families. The tot service is filled with music, games,  stories  and is led by Rabbi Gartenberg, Cantor Jonathan Friedmann and guest leaders.  The families join our Rabbi for a kid-friendly Shabbat dinner ($5.00/adult, kids eat free!)   Come meet new people and experience the joy of Shabbat.  This program is open to both members and community.  Please RSVP with the office at least two days before the program.  Please note that the dinner is only for the tots and their families with one exception 

September 28, 2007 In combination with the Sisterhood Sukkot dinner.  RSVP required. 
October 12, 2007 

November 2, 2007

December  7, 2007 In combination with the Sisterhood Chanukah dinner.  RSVP required. 
January 4, 2008 

February 1, 2008 

March 7, 2008 

April 4, 2008

May 2, 2008

June 6, 2008

Childcare on Shabbat Mornings

As a way to make our Shabbat morning services more accessible to families with younger children, several families are organizing a Childcare cooperative to offer childcare on Shabbat mornings at TBS.  If you wish to learn more and participate in the cooperative , please contact Karen Weinstein at (562) 988-8733.   We have already committed to offering childcare for the Shabbat morning Torahrobics program listed in this guide. 

All in One Signup Page
2007/5768 Temple Beth Shalom Program Guide
Please Fax, Mail, Email or Scan this to our office
Temple Beth Shalom

3635 Elm Ave; Long Beach, CA 90807
562 426-6413  Fax 562 426-7824 office@tbslb.org
Name:___________________________________________________________________________________________________
Address:________________________________________________________________________________________________
City, Zip:________________________________________________________________________________________________
Phone/Email:__________________________________________________________________________________________
TBS Member _____  Public ____
I am interested in the following.  Please contact me.
___  Membership at TBS

___  Not yet ready for membership, but want to receive the Monthly Scribe and the Rabbi’s Epistles from                the Seashore electronic messages.  

___  Hosting a Parlor Meeting 
___  Joining the Shabbat Hospitality Initiative
___  Mentoring converts 
___  Signing my kids up for the FMI 
___  I would like to audition for the Shul House Rock or Jewish Stars Orchestras

___  Sign me up to be on the contact list for Torahrobics

___  I would like an application for  Living the Jewish Year 
___   I want to register for classes. 
___  I would like to attend the Sing-alongs
____ I would like to join Sisterhood

____ I want to attend the Social Action Brainstorming Meeting 

____ I am interested in participating in the new Adult Ed committee.
____ I would like to have a Talmudic House call at my home

____ I would like to be involved in setting up a Hazak Chapter at TBS

____ Please place my college student on the TBS College Student Email Listing: 

Name:___________________________________________ College:___________________________  

Email: ___________________________________________Phone:____________________________
___  My teenager is interested in the New York Jewish Adventure

___  Contact my  teenager about the new Youth Group

___ Please send us information about the Torah School

___ Please put us on an email list for Tot Shabbat

___ Please contact us about the new Shabbat Morning childcare collective
___ Other:  Please explain: _____________________________________________________________________________________


